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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE
IN THE TRIAD

Gary Newcomb
Senior Business Banker  
and Market Lead
Capital Bank

Senior Business Banker and 
Market Lead, Gary Newcomb 
will focus on serving the 
financial needs of businesses 
that operate within Randolph 
County with financial products 
to help support growth in 
the region. He is a long-time 
resident of Asheboro with 
expertise in the financial needs 
of Randolph County. Prior 
to this new position, Gary 
served as portfolio manager for 
Capital Bank. He is skilled in 
commercial lending, banking, 
credit analysis, corporate credit, 
and commercial banking.

Randy Sherron
Senior Vice President, Triad 
Commercial Banking Manager 
Capital Bank

In this additional role of Senior 
Commercial Team Lead, Randy 
Sherron will add Randolph 
County to his responsibilities 
to provide customized 
commercial banking services 
to the Triad community. Randy 
has more than 30 years of 
financial services experience 
in the Guilford market. He 
will continue to lead the 
Greensboro commercial 
banking team and remain 
engaged with the community.

Abby Donnelly
Owner
The Leadership & Legacy 
Group

Abby Donnelly was accepted 
into Forbes Magazine’s, 
Forbes Coaches Council.  This 
invitation-only council is for 
successful business and career 
coaches. Donnelly said, “I am 
thrilled to be invited to join this 
prestigious organization! Forbes 
has a global reach and a strong 
reputation for original articles 
on business related topics.” The 
Leadership and Legacy Group 
specializes in helping business 
owners navigate the leadership 
challenges associated with 
succession planning and exit.

Kelly Hawkins
Advisor Services Manager
Pilot Financial

At the annual LFN Staff 
Forum in Minneapolis, 
MN, Kelly Hawkins was 
recognized as a Staff of the 
Year Honoree. Recipients of 
this award are nominated by 
advisors for demonstrating 
a superior work ethic, and 
for going above and beyond 
expectations. Kelly Hawkins is 
the Advisor Services Manager 
for Pilot Financial, located in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 
With over 42 years of financial 
services experience, Kelly has 
become a cornerstone at Pilot 
Financial. 

Ronald  P.  Johnson
Partner
Johnson, Peddrick & 
McDonald, PLLC

Ron Johnson has received the 
Julia B. Nile For Love of Family 
award as a tireless champion of 
abused women for 42 years. An 
integral leader/innovator within 
Family Service, Triad Health 
Project, Planned Parenthood, 
Guilford Green Foundation and 
Hospice Foundation, Ron’s a 
past recipient of the Human 
Rights Campaign’s Equality 
Award; NC Bar Association’s 
Centennial Award;,Triad Society 
of Professional Fundraisers ‘ 
Outstanding Philanthropist 
Award and the Governor’s 
Volunteer Recognition Award.
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TALKING POLICY

Flipping the Bird at pedestrians in the Triad?
By now nearly everyone has seen, 
and possibly tripped over, the latest 
development in urban transportation: 
rental bicycles and stand-up electric 
scooters. In Greensboro, Lime Bikes 
are everywhere, and Bird scooters will 
soon be back on the streets.

Bird scooters showed up in 
Greensboro and Winston-Salem over 
the summer. All of a sudden, people 
were riding them around the two 
downtowns. Before long, the cities 
started hearing complaints that riders 
were leaving the scooters all over 
the place, cluttering sidewalks and 
public spaces. Photos appeared on 
social media along with disapproving 
comments.

When a representative of Bird Rides 
Inc., told the Greensboro City Council 
that the company’s business model 
is to deposit scooters in a city before 
getting permits or even talking to 
local governments, you could almost 
hear council members’ frowns.

Officials in both cities have 
scrambled to react to the new reality. 
In recent weeks, Winston-Salem 
has banned Bird scooters, and 

Greensboro, after a brief ban of its 
own, passed an ordinance regulating 
them.

The Greensboro ordinance sets 
up a permitting process. It restricts 
their use to streets with speed limits 
of 35 mph or less and says they can 
only be parked in the pedestrian 
and green zones of the sidewalk and 
must be parked upright. The city 
has the right to remove the scooters 
from the right of way if they interfere 
with pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 
However, it’s not clear how those 
provisions would be practically 
enforced.

And that’s a problem. One of the 
main policy challenges created by 
electric scooters, and bicycles for 
that matter, is the cluttering of public 
spaces. No doubt it’s possible for the 
police to work out a system with Bird 
Rides that lets police identify riders 
who leave scooters on sidewalks. But 
there’s got to be a better way, right?

Bird Rides’ approach is to use 
freelance chargers, or “Bird hunters,” 
people who drive around and 
collect scooters and recharge them 
overnight. Bird Rides pays them a fee 
per charged scooter. It’s not a bad 
first step, but it doesn’t prevent used 
scooters from cluttering sidewalks 
during the day.

So let’s take a step back. Why 
don’t people who rent cars leave 
them sitting on the side of the road? 
Because they’d keep paying the rental 
fee until the car is returned to the 
rental agency. Why not apply the same 
economic incentive to scooter rentals?

Currently, Bird riders pay $1 per 
ride plus a fee based either on time 
or mileage. Suppose the city requires 
Bird to charge riders for the time of 

the ride in such a way that (and this is 
the key) riders keep paying until they 
return the scooters to a company rack 
or charging station. If a rider leaves a 
scooter on the street, he or she would 
pay Bird Rides for the time until 
someone clicked it into a Bird rack. 
It gives the rider a clear incentive to 
return it to the rack to keep the fee 
from rising.

Bird Rides would have to provide 
a network of racks to satisfy the 
requirement, but this is how bicycle-
sharing programs work in some 
cities. And it would mostly — perhaps 
entirely — solve the problem of 
scooters cluttering our sidewalks.

One catch involves “last-mile” 
transportation. If you take the bus 
home from work, a Bird scooter 
might be how you get from the bus 
stop to your house or apartment. If 
this is the primary reason to have 
scooters, then we might just have to 
tolerate them cluttering our sidewalks 
and neighborhoods. But if the main 
purpose is to facilitate transportation 
in specified areas such as downtowns, 
a little economics could go a long way.

COULD ECONOMICS YIELD A SOLUTION?

Andrew Brod is a senior research 
fellow in UNCG’s Center for Business 
and Economic Research. Reach him at 
336-707-6439 or acbrod@uncg.edu.


