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BUSINESS PULSE SURVEY

WE ASKED

HAVE YOU ATTENDED ANY
HOME GAMES OF NORTH
CAROLINA’S MAJOR LEAGUE
SPORTS TEAMS IN THE PAST 12
MONTHS?

13.9%

4.8%
4.3%
3.2%
4.3%

PANTHERS
HURRICANES
HORNETS
PANTHERS &
HURRICANES
PANTHERS &
HORNETS
NONE
HORNETS &
HURRICANES
ALL THREE

65.8%
0.5%
3.2%

THIS WEEK’S
QUESTION

SHOULD U.S. ATHLETES SKIP
THE OLYMPIC GAMES IN BRAZIL
DUE TO ZIKA VIRUS FEARS?
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POINT OF VIEW

In math and taxes: Stop
messing with our future
The North Carolina General Assembly
is a busy place these days, as legislators
rush to pass laws, including the state
budget, before the body adjourns in
July. Two bills in particular have caught
my eye, because both have the potential to harm the state economy in the
future.
The first is the proposal to amend the
state constitution to cap the income-tax
rate at 5.5 percent. The constitution currently imposes a cap of 10 percent. If the
bill passes, the amendment will go on
the ballot in November.
The proposal would have no effect on
taxes now. The state income-tax rate is
already scheduled to drop to 5.499 percent next year. This is about the future.
One of the bill’s sponsors says it “lets
the people have a say” on taxes, but that’s
not quite right. The people already have
a say, by voting for senators, representatives and the governor. What the proposal would do is handcuff “the people” of
the future, because any future incometax increase would require a constitutional amendment. The current leadership wants to lock in a low rate, which
is the opposite of letting (future) people
have a say.
A future GA would have to deal with
a fiscal emergency with one arm tied
behind its back. Fiscal responsibility
means cutting spending or raising revenue (or both). This proposal would ban
one of two valid solutions. Remember,
small government and fiscal respon-
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sibility are distinct goals, and they are
often in conflict. For example, insufficient funding of public schools makes
government smaller, but it hardly seems
responsible.
Moreover, the amendment is a kind of
bait and switch. Sure, it’ll cap the income
tax, but not other taxes. Since 2013, cuts
in income taxes and the broadening of
the sales-tax base have made North Carolina’s tax system much more regressive. Poor people pay a higher share of
their income in taxes than before, and
rich people pay a lower share. If anything, the cap would force future GAs to
make the system even more regressive.
Because poor and working-class people
drive consumer spending, that wouldn’t
be good for the economy.
Speaking of bad policy, the senate has
passed a bill that would worsen high-

school math education. Isn’t education one of those things we invest in to
improve the future?
At issue is the controversial Common Core, in this case its math curriculum. CC is a frequent target of conservatives, and some parents find it hard
to help with their kids’ homework.
The Senate’s solution is to mandate
high schools to teach two math tracks
simultaneously: CC math and the traditional sequence of algebra and geometry. CC math is an integrated approach
that blurs the distinctions among traditional math topics.
I love CC math, and I say that as someone who’s taught math and statistics at
various levels. It’s based on the notion
that understanding math is superior to
rote learning of techniques. Common
Core math doesn’t impose a particular
way of solving problems. It builds the
intuition that allows students to figure
things out on their own terms.
Educational experts favor CC math,
but parents find it alien. No surprise
there! Parents learned under the old system, the one that left Americans ranking very low on international comparisons of math proficiency. We’re a nation
of math dunces. And yet our senators
think they know more than educators.
Forcing two tracks on schools would be
unnecessarily costly and some students
would get an inferior math education.
So please, NCGA, leave the future
alone!
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BANK
PASSWORDS

A number of financial institutions — Bank of
America and Wells Fargo among them — are
phasing in so-called “biometric” methods
for customers to access accounts. The
methods include fingerprints, which can be
used on smartphones and other devices,
and even eye scans.
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TICKETMASTER
CUSTOMERS

Settlement of a lawsuit over fees means
Ticketmaster customers may be eligible for
vouchers for discounts and free tickets. If
you’d bought from the online tickerseller
between Oct. 21, 1999, and Feb. 27, 2013,
just sign on to your account and look under
“Vouchers” to see what you qualify for.
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CHICK-FIL-A

The Atlanta-based restaurant chain is
the highest-ranking fast food restaurant
in the country for customer satisfaction,
according to the American Customer
Satisfaction Index Restaurant Report
2016 released Tuesday.
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NORTH FACE

Add North Face, a division of Greensborobased VF Corp., to the list of companies
taking part in those IBM “Watson” ads.
Todd Spaletto, president of The North Face,
is featured in a new ad talking to the super
computer in the woods and choosing
which gear to wear. Try it yourself at www.
thenorthface.com/xps

